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2017-2018 YEAR 
REFLECTION

 This year had many ups and downs. What 
were they? Let’s break them down.

BY: PAOLA SUAREZ

 If there’s anything 11th graders can 
agree on, it’s that this year has gone by so quick-
ly. It’s odd to think that we’re at the end. It seems 
that it’s true what many say about the last two 
years of high school: they go by far too fast.
 Last year, most students I asked in my 
grade agreed with me that we didn’t feel prepared 
for IB. This led to a lot of unnecessary stress. Last 
year, tenth graders complained a lot about the 
workload. The workload was meant to prepare 
us for IB. Even if you didn’t install sustainable 
study habits in tenth grade, you definitely had to 
in 11th grade.
 Now that we’re in the IB, we’ve started 
preparing for college. From installing a college 
preparedness class once per week for 11th grad-
ers, to having colleges come to give talks at our 
school, it’s starting to become clear that the end 
of high school and our path to college is com-
ing closer. We also are more aware of everything 
that needs to happen before applying to college. 
This year we’ve all been learning how to cope 
with an overload of assignments and papers, but 
I think if being in IB taught us anything, it’s that 
studying and being on top of your assignments 
is crucial. If you are not on top of your work, it 
might lead to even more stress and aggravation. 
Even though 11th grade has proven to be more of 
preparation for the IB exams and papers to come 
in 12th, it’s been a year filled with growth and 
developing new habits to succeed. It’s helped us 
with the path we’ve chosen in our high school 
careers and learning habits that we can take with 
us into college.

ENTERTAINMENT, PAGE 6
Artists Who Break Barriers

Many artists create music and live 
life by their own rules, regardless of 
societal expectation. Here are some 
artists who have broken down musi-

cal barriers:

OPINIONS, PAGE 5
Animals Were Harmed in the 

Making of this Film

Nothing could justify this sort of 
negligence and abuse when we live 
in an age of technological wonder 
in which CGI and other methods 
(practical or digital based) can be 

employed to give us the illusion of 
pretty much anything.

ENTERTAINMENT, PAGE 6
Good Summer Reads

There is nothing like curling up 
with a book and breathing in the 
pages warmed by gentle sunlight. 
Summer creates this image, a sea-

son in which relaxation and nature 
blend with the ability to explore 

new things.

Word on the Street
What was your favorite part of the 

school year?

Ms. Connie Cesarano
Attendance support

A lot less students came 
late this year!

Vivian Ma
Eleventh Grade

The breaks.

Scout Landry
Eleventh Grade

Gaining new friends and 
really feeling welcomed 
into a new school from 

my friends!

OPINIONS, PAGE 4
Pop Quizzes? More Like Not Quizzes

No one likes tests. They make 
students frustrated with teachers 
because when they realize they 

needed to study, it’s too late. And 
when they do study, they don’t feel 
motivated, because all they’ve got 

going is a test.

BY: VIOLA HSIA 

 With new senior class comes 
new traditions for the Clinton upper 
grades. Many rising seniors at Clinton 
have speculated about a possible all-se-
nior production sometime next school 
year.
 It is not certain whether it will 
be a musical, play, or other type of per-
formance. Some of those interviewed 
did not even know of the production’s 
existence, however, were nevertheless 
excited when they learned of it.
 “Honestly, this is the first time 
I am hearing about this musical. With 
this said, it sounds like an activity that 
will be very memorable for our final 

year at Clinton,” 11th grader Jordyn 
Katz said. 
 Those who want to be involved 
with the senior musical have already de-
cided on the role they want to play in the 
process. Some, like Katz, wish to play a 
role that is more behind-the-scenes, while 
some, like 11th grader Grace Milner, want 
an acting role.
 “I’m really excited about it as 
well. We have some ideas we want to do. 
We’re at a good position, we just need a 
little lift,” Milner stated.
 It is not set in stone wheth-
er the show will be a musical exactly, 
or perhaps something else like a play. 
Though some have speculated that if it 
is a musical, the musical will be Car-

rie, a show based on the movie, which 
was based off the Stephen King classic 
about a severely bullied girl who devel-
ops telekinetic powers, which becomes 
both her and her fellow classmates’ de-
mise. 
 “We’re trying to figure out what 
we’re going to do, and trying to get peo-
ple involved,” stated Milner.
 The production itself, however, 
is still on shaky ground. Many are wor-
ried about getting students involved 
with the production. 
 “I feel like many people might 
not be aware that a senior musical is a 
possibility,” Katz stated.
 Will there be a senior musical? 
Who knows...we’ll find out next year.

Clinton Makes Plans for a Senior Musical

Meet Your New Assistant Principal
BY: MAYA RADER 

Mr. Matt Greenawalt has taught eighth-
grade math at Clinton for six years, after 
teaching for another six at a school in the 
South Bronx. Also, for the past three years, 
he’s been going to graduate school at the 
Bank Street College of Education. Next 
year he will assume the position of As-
sistant Principal and work alongside Ms. 
Goett and Mr. Levin. We sat down together 
for an interview to get to know him. Some 
questions/answers have been omitted due 
to length constraints.

What’s your favorite thing about Clinton?

When I taught in the Bronx, the kids were 
paired, so you had rows of pairs. And when 
I first came to Clinton, I remember in the 
old building there were only tables. And I 
remember asking Principal Levin, can I get 
desks in here? I was like, “I don’t do tables, 
I’ve never taught in tables, this isn’t going 
to work.” And he’s like, “Nope, you’re go-
ing to get tables, that’s all we have.” And it 
really threw me for a loop. I was like “this 
isn’t going to work, this is too tough” and it 
really showed me the power of collabora-
tive learning and the idea that students can 
learn from one another better than they 
could learn from a teacher. I came in and 
I would surely never have chosen to have 

tables, and it forced me to be a teacher who 
focused on students talking to one another, 
and I think that out of that, my teaching 
practice grew tremendously. Because it 
pushed me to think more about, how do I 
add student discussion in all of my lessons?

What have you gained from your role in 
Clinton’s Teachers Union that you can 
bring to the table as AP? 
I was the union chapter leader for a couple 
years, a couple of years ago. Once I started 
the administrative track I had to step down 
from that role. I think that understanding 

SEE PAGE 2

Carlos Chiosonne // Clinton parent
SENIOR MUSICAL | Many now-juniors, soon-to-be seniors participated in Rent, last year’s musical.



PAGE 2 Monday, June 11, 2018NEWS

Meet Your New Assistant Principal!

BY: NINA SCHATELL

I decided to write a letter to my past 
self because each year we write a letter 
to our future self. In our senior year we 
will receive these four letters and read 
about how we were in each year of our 
high school career. I am going for the 
IB Diploma and after this first year of 

IB I’ve had many thoughts. 

 Dear Ninth-Grade Nina,
 I’m not going to start this letter 
like a dramatic movie. I’m not going to 
say ‘you’re about to enter the worst year 
of your life where you’ll be drowning in 
homework.’ What I will say is that 11th 
grade will be one of the most academi-
cally challenging years for you, but it’s 
up to you to figure out how to make it 
work, because there is a way.
 There isn’t a secret formula. 
There’s no room that stores the answers 
on how to survive IB. There’s only you. 
Or so you may think. You know the phrase 
‘keep your friends close, but your ene-
mies closer.” Well, with IB it’s more like 
‘keep your friends close, and IB close.’ 
One of the main ways I got through my 
first year of IB was my friends. We dove 

into this cur-
riculum blind-
folded. Since 
we are part of 
the first gradu-
ating class, we 
had no one to 
look up to. We 
had each other 
and our trust 
in the admin-
istration that 
we were doing 
the right thing.
 
Lately, there’s 
been a lot of 
talk about 
what people 
wish they 
knew about 
IB and all the 
negative sides to it. As I reflect over this 
year, I’ve realized some positive perks 
through the mass of negative talk. All 
the courses you take are IB. There’s no 
competition over what classes you take 
because they are all the same type of 
class. In other high schools, people are 
competing to try and get into AP classes. 
In this school everyone takes college-

level courses, 
so there’s 
none of that. 
If you’re re-
ally interested 
in a particu-
lar subject, 
you can take 
a higher level 
version of 
that course, as 
is offered in 
science, film 
and literature. 
Colleges like 
seeing people 
who’ve taken 
IB courses. 
In some cases 
they favor IB 
credits over 
AP. Taking all 

college level courses teaches you about 
time management. 
     I also have some advice. You can 
balance your IB courses and still have 
some sort of social life and do extracur-
ricular activities. I was stage manager 
of the school musical, a co-president of 
the new Theatre Club, a leader in the 
Yearbook club, a writer for the Clinton 

Post, and hop back and forth between 
GSA and SeTA meetings. The activity 
that took up most of my time was defi-
nitely theatre. We had rehearsal twice 
a week and sometimes had to meet at 
lunchtime. Each year we’ve had a new 
director, but all of them said the same 
thing: “If you love something that much 
you’ll make it work.” “It” being your 
schoolwork, family, and a social life. 
 IB doesn’t take up our whole 
junior year. It shouldn’t. Leave time to 
do what you love and to spend time with 
friends and family. You shouldn’t go 
through this alone. If you ever feel like 
you can’t do it, look to your left, then 
to your right, then behind you, then in 
front of you, and realize that everyone 
is going through exactly what you are. 
 You decide how much stress 
and pressure you put on yourself ev-
eryday. Nobody is telling you to do 
the amount of work you’re doing. You 
might feel like you’re digging yourself 
into a deeper and deeper hole each day, 
but at the end of the day be proud of the 
work you put forth because it will pay 
off in the end. 

Love,
Eleventh-Grade Nina

A Letter to My Ninth-Grade Self 

FROM PAGE 1

the union’s perspective is really important 
and sort of being involved with that. The 
role is called a chapter leader, so your goal 
is to represent all teachers and have discus-
sions with the principal. Part of it is being a 
good listener and understanding and hear-
ing. And not trying to offer a solution or 
anything, but trying to find what teachers 
are saying and things that they’re hope-
ful for, upset about, frustrated about, and 
to be able to listen to that and try to gain 
as much of an understanding of the entire 
teaching body. And then use that to de-
velop a more cohesive message of how to 
support all teachers. And I think that one 
of the things I learned was it’s really impor-
tant to ensure you’re listening to all teach-
ers, not necessarily just a few. That you’re 
really ensuring that everyone feels heard, 
that everyone feels connected, and that 
you’re sort of working towards a solutions-
oriented approach. You’re not focused on 
what’s wrong, but more focused on, what 
are things we can do to strengthen this 
school? What are areas that we feel like are 
not there yet? And I think that’s one of the 
huge goals of the union, to think about how 
you can strengthen the school community 
and how you can strengthen the school 
through solutions-oriented practice. I’m 
hopeful that’s something we could bring 
and stay connected to.

You are the founding advisor of the up-
per/lower grades tutoring program. Can 
you tell me a little about that?
I think that that’s something, since the first 
time we’ve started, I’ve really wanted to do. 
... And what I was able to see is just some 
incredible high school students who were 
willing to volunteer their time. And I don’t 
know if they fully understand the impact 
they had on a lot of the students, in terms 
of students feeling supported, students feel-
ing heard. And even some students who 
might not have seemed focused, I think 
this offered an opportunity and a window 
into where they can be looking to grow as 
human beings, as students, so it felt very, 
very special to me, I think that was one 
of my favorite times of the week, was sort 

of watching those 
interactions. And 
I think that high 
school students are 
such an an incred-
ible resource, and 
so many of them 
ask, “how can I 
volunteer?” “What 
can I do to sup-
port?” And I think 
that as teachers and 
as administrators, 
it’s just really, re-
ally important to be 
cognizant of that, 
and thinking about 
how we can use 
that resource and 
allow people to be 
connected, because 
again I think that 
to assume that only 
teachers are the 
ones that can disseminate information and 
support students, I think that misses the 
opportunity of this school.

What have you learned from your years 
of teaching that you can bring to the role 
of AP?
I think that it’s really important to listen. I 
think that if a student acts out in class, very 
rarely is it anger towards that teacher, I 
think a lot of times there’s a lot of other stuff 

going on, so I think in any instance, the 
first question to ask is not “why did you do 
that” but “how are you doing? What’s going 
on?” And I think that just to not judge; to 
be open to what’s being stated, I think is re-
ally important. And so I’ve always tried as 
a teacher to sort of be very steady, be very 
calm, not get worked up, and just recog-
nize that your goal is to provide a safe place 
where students feel they’re trusted, they’re 
honored, and I think that’s something that’s 

also really impor-
tant as an admin-
istrator, that you’re 
letting students feel 
that way, that you’re 
letting teachers feel 
that way, that you’re 
letting staff mem-
bers feel that way, 
that you’re really 
ensuring everyone 
is known, seen and 
heard. And I think 
again, it’s more than 
just teachers and 
students. It’s ensur-
ing staff members, 
it’s ensuring secu-
rity guards, people 
who work in the 
kitchen, that just 
make sure you’re 
staying connected 
to everybody and 

hearing what’s going on and then also try-
ing to stay focused on solutions-oriented 
ideas.

What will your responsibilities be as AP?
I think that’s somewhat still to be deter-
mined. My understanding is that I will be 
working both with middle and high school, 
so I’m really excited to work again with 
some of the high school students I got to 
work with a couple of years ago. And then 

working with some content teams and sup-
porting teachers, and hopefully just ensur-
ing that students are making good choices 
and making sure that everyone feels like 
they’re in a safe space.

What do you hope to accomplish as AP?
I’m excited to work with Principal Levin 
and Assistant Principal Goett just to sort 
of learn from them a lot, just in terms of 
how best to support the entire community. 

But I think that my personal goal is to en-
sure that all teachers and all students really 
feel connected and that there is a strong 
understanding of the goals of the school, 
of where everyone’s coming from. And I 
think that helping with communication 
and with clear messaging and ensuring that 
everyone feels supported as a part of this 
community. For me, community is that key 
thing that a school lives and succeeds by. So 
once everyone feels connected, and I think 
that’s something that’s so special about 
Clinton, that remains a part of the central 
goals, that people feel connected and sup-
ported. And so I think that my goal next 
year is to ensure that that’s something that I 
think is there, and that it continues to be a 
huge part of the focus of Clinton.

What was your most inspiring moment 
as a teacher?
I think that I’ve been very, very lucky 
to stay connected with the students I 
first started teaching in the city. When I 
taught in the Bronx, there was one stu-
dent Samantha, a student I’ve stayed very, 
very close with. I helped her a lot with 
finding a scholarship for high school to 
go to a Catholic school, and then for col-
lege, and she’s a senior in college now, 
and she goes to school outside Philly, and 
so I’ve stayed connected with her. And 
we were in Philly, which is where I grew 
up, and she came over and babysat for us, 
and just to sort of talk to her about her 
college experience and talk to her about 
how middle school helped motivate her 
to keep pushing forward, just brought me 
to near tears. I think a lot of times you 
are in these people’s lives, you get quite 
emotionally attached, and then after one 
year they’re gone, and so I think to stay 
connected to someone through email, 
through other stuff, and just to see a kid 
who worked so hard, who gave every-
thing, and just to see her be successful. 
It’s been really, really special. And I think 
that’s the goal: to inspire, to help kids 
be reflective about where they’re at and 
help them through hard times, and to 
see someone who had some really tough, 
tough times and just persevere though 
and be able to reflect throughout that.

To see a kid who worked so hard, who gave
everything, and just to see her be successful, it’s 

been really, really special.
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BY: HAVAH BERNSTEIN

 From June 12 to June 20, elev-

enth grade students going for the IB 

Diploma or Language & Literature cer-

tificate will take 
the Internal Oral 

Commentary (IO-

C), a literature as-

sessment for IB. 

 Tenth grade 

English teacher 

Ms. Denise Brux-

elles explained 

the examination 

process. “Stu-

dents enter a room 

and they are given one of a series of pas-

sages that their teacher has pulled that 

they’ve studied throughout the year. The 

passages are about 40 lines long. They 

have 20 minutes to review that passage 
and may or may not respond to one or 

two focus questions about it as they build 
what they’d like to say. Then after those 

20 minutes, they have a conversation 

with a teacher who has expertise in that 
text and present what they know for a 10 
minute presentation that ultimately cul-

minates in a Q and A.”

 Only the students’ classroom 

teacher prepares the passages that could 

be used for the exam, but “anyone who’s 
been to a training for it and is familiar 

with that text can do the examination,” 
Ms. Bruxelles explained. 

 Students have been preparing 

for the IOC throughout the entire Lan-

guage & Literature course, a semester-

long literature criticism class that fo-

cuses on three texts in the higher level 

course, and two texts in the standard 
level course. Any passage from one 

of the studied books in the course can 
be used in the IOC. However, Clinton 
teachers have agreed that only passages 

that were discussed in class will come 
up. 

 All of the IOC meetings are au-

dio recorded and sent to the IB. While 

this is an internal assessment, meaning 

teachers within the school grade the stu-

dents, some of the recordings are sent 

to external graders to make sure that 
teachers’ grading is standardized. If the 

external graders assign a grade higher or 

lower than what the student received by 
their teacher, all of the grades given by 

that teacher are raised the difference.

 The IOC does not contribute 

to students’ grades in the class, but the 

grade does make up 15 percent of stu-

dents’ Language & Literature grade for 

the IB Diplomma.

 Scout Landry, an 11th grade 

student planning on taking the IOC, ex-

plained that while she is relieved that 
the exam does not count towards a grade 
for the class, she is “nervous because it 

counts more towards the whole college 
aspect since it’s for the IB diploma.”

 Ryan Berlinger, class 11C, 

agreed. She stated that while she is ner-
vous about getting texts that the class did 

not spend as much time on, the class pre-

pared students well for some of the other 
possible texts.

 While students have been giv-

en all of the necessary tools going into 

the IOC, it is now their responsibility to 
study on their own to do their best. Stu-

dents intending to take the IOC were giv-

en an outline to help practice. The out-

line depicts a way for students to discuss 
their passage with all of the requirements 
described in the rubric. 

The Internal Oral Commentary is taken by students
pursuing the IB Diploma or Language &

Literature certificate.

Juniors Take IOC, an IB Assessment

The Teachers’ Lounge
Spotlight on Ms. Balascio-Koenig and Ms. Benjamin

National Teacher Appreciation Day was on May 8. In honor of this holiday, the Clinton Post is beginning a new monthly column that celebrates teachers 
and all that they do for their students at Clinton. Two teachers were interviewed for this edition, Ms. Benjamin and Ms. Balascio-Koenig. Some ques-

tions have been omitted to meet length requirements.

INTERVIEWS BY MAYA RADER

Ms. Balascio Koenig 
has been teaching at Clin-

ton for three years. She 

teaches ninth-grade Eng-

lish, advisory (and Visual 

Storytelling EEE, but not 

this year).

What’s your favorite 
thing about the Clinton 
community?
It’s a tie between two things. First, I am 
continually impressed by our students’ 

genuine desire to learn and better them-

selves. Second, I feel fortunate to partner 

with such intelligent and compassionate 
colleagues on the ninth-grade team and in 

the English department. 

Are you an advisor for any clubs?
I have been working with the student 
editors and contributors of The Soup for 

three years. I admire their commitment to 

the community they have formed within 
the club. This year, I’m especially excited 

about a new section of our magazine that 
will feature guest artists and writers from 
the IB community beyond Clinton. 

What role do you believe teachers play 
in a school community?
There are so many roles! One that comes 

to mind immediately is the role of aca-

demic mentor. I believe it is our respon-

sibility to set the tone for the pursuit of 

academic success and to model academic 

excellence. 

Why did you choose to become a teacher?
I was an avid reader and writer from a very 
young age. When I played make-believe 
with my sister, I was always the teacher. 
During my senior year in college, I made 

a choice to pursue a copywriting career in 
advertising, and I couldn’t wait to move 
back to NYC and work on Madison Av-

enue. After learning the ropes in various 

agency departments, I was promoted to 

an account manager where 
I became the liaison be-

tween our clients and our 
creative teams. Simultane-

ously, I learned that copy-

writing did not allow for 
the type of creative writ-
ing I enjoyed most. Work-

ing in this field was often 
fun and sometimes even 

glamorous, but it left my 

soul empty. I couldn’t shake the constant 
vision of leaving it all behind to do some-

thing more meaningful with my life - to 
share my joy of reading and writing with 
young adults. So, 18 years ago I did just 

that. And I have not looked back since! 

What are you most excited about for 
next year?
I am really looking forward to seeing our 
first graduating class walk across the stage 
to receive their hard-earned diplomas. 

What are your hobbies?
Travel, photography, hiking, collecting 
sea glass

Where did you grow up?
I was born in the Bronx and grew up in 
Westchester.

What’s your favorite book and why?
I could never narrow my list down to one.

What about your favorite TV Show?
The most recent season of Twin Peaks was 
some of the best visual storytelling I have 

seen on TV ever. And, 30 Rock, because 

-- Tina Fey.

What’s something you want your stu-
dents to know about you?
I have dedicated my teaching career to 

helping students grow into and nurture 
their best selves. I am here for you -- use 

me as a resource -- even if you are no lon-

ger my student!

Ms. Nadine Benjamin 
has been a ninth grade special 

education teacher at Clinton 

since she joined the school 

this year.

What’s your favorite thing 
about Clinton?
Truly, the students. I think 
that there is a level of com-

munity that’s been estab-

lished, and my rapport with my students is re-

ally important to me. They make my day a lot 
better. Teaching can be really difficult, as you 
could imagine, but just showing up and hav-

ing students who are invested in the work and 
submit quality work is just amazing.

Do you participate in any Clinton extracur-
riculars?
Yeah, so, myself, Ms. Jungers, and Ms. Car-
niaux, we kind of we’re a trio that, it’s not 
quite a club, but we wanted to enroll it this 
year to see how we can develop it for next 
year. It’s called Courageous Conversations, 

and it’s really just talking about diversity in 
terms of skin color, but beyond that diversity 
in education, and connecting the two and re-

ally focusing on - why is diversity of thought 
important? Why is diversity in terms of cul-

ture important? And just giving students, not a 

safe space, but a brave space, because it really 

does dig into uncomfortable topics that people 

don’t necessarily want to talk about... it was a 
circle, and there’s a talking piece, but it’s not 
like advisory circles where some students felt 
like that was weird, it’s more you don’t have to 
speak if you don’t want to, you only choose to 
share what you feel comfortable with.

What role do you believe educators play in 
a school community?
Oh my God, such an important role. I think 
we’re seen as, not quite the experts so to speak, 
but because we’re older and we come from a po-

sition of maybe a little bit more experience, it’s 

important that we lead through example... And 
I think for me I’m one of the only black teach-

ers at this school, so I realize 

sometimes that comes across 

as me having to be a model 

for students everywhere. Like, 
they’re looking to me to be the 
exemplar, although I’m not. I 

can’t be representative of black 
people everywhere. But like, I 
think it is important as a black 
educator and on top of that a 

female, to ensure that I’m put-

ting forth a positive image. And I’m not trying to 

be anyone’s role model, but I think it is impor-
tant to put forth my best foot, in terms of creating 

a vision of unity and diversity.

What’s your favorite thing about being a 
special education teacher?
Being able to look at the curriculum, or the con-

tent, through a different frame. I think special 
education naturally gets a bad rep. It’s this inher-

ent, oh, “you’re dumb” or “you can’t do it.” And 

it’s the total opposite. I have students who just 
think differently, so it’s really interesting for me. 
For example, this year was my first year teach-

ing math. And if you had told me that five years 
ago I probably would have laughed in your face, 
because math was always my worst subject in 
school. And I think for me, working with Ms. 
Garza, my co-teacher who is a math genius, co-

planning with her, I was almost like the test dum-

my. Like, okay if I can understand it then I can 
internalize it and break it down for my students. 
And I think that’s something special: educators 
really get to make the curriculum really individu-

alized to suit all students’ different needs.

What’s something you want your students 
to know about you?
I can actually relate to a lot of students who are 
in the middle, where it’s like, I don’t find value 
in this, I don’t see why we’re doing this, why 
do we need to know this, I was kind of that 
student... I try and make the work valuable. 
I don’t like busy work because when I was a 
student I didn’t like to receive busy work. So 
I think that’s something that I would probably 
like to convey.

the Class 

of 2019 is 

taking their 
IOCs from 

June 12 to 

20.
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My Goals as Your Student Body President

Pop Quizzes? More Like Stop Quizzes
ALEX ROSADO

is a club leader of the GSA and 11th 

grade writer for the Post.

 As we wrap up the school year, 
I’d like to take the opportunity to reflect 
on what helps students learn and what 
doesn’t. Reflection is an essential part of 
growth, right? And that’s what the IB is all 
about. So let’s take this opportunity to re-
flect on pop quizzes, and allow me to make 
the case that they are more harmful than 
anything else.
 Tests and quizzes of all kinds 
are, frankly, terrible. And I thought that 

this was a con-
clusion that we 
as a society had 
come to already.
 I mean, we 
all hate stan-
dardized tests 
and agree that 
they’re ruining 
the education 
system, right? 
So then why is it 
that a good day 
for me is a day 

when I don’t have any quizzes or tests? 
Is the bar that low? Why do I have tests 
or quizzes an average of once a week? 
Aren’t there better ways to test students’ 
knowledge?
 There’s a lot of reasons why pop 
quizzes are terrible. For one, they just 
make kids angry and anxious. No one 
like tests. They make students frustrated 
with teachers, because when they realize 
they needed to study, it’s too late. And 
when they have the opportunity to study, 
they don’t feel the motivation, because 
all they’ve got going is a test.
 On top of these more obvious 

RALPH MAKOMBO
is the student body president, a member of 

NHS, and an 11th grade writer for the Post.

 Hello Clinton upper grades! It 
is I, your student body president, Ralph 
Makombo. I never had the opportunity 
to thank the students who voted for me. 
I want to recognize that each of you used 
your voice and voted Ralph. I hope I have 
not let you down.
 So far, some of you have fol-
lowed the student council by participating 
in the March 14th Walkout and continuing 
your social action by participating in the 
April 20th Walkout. There weren’t a ton 
of events this year, but hopefully with your 
help next year, we can vamp up for our first 
year as a full high school!
 I wanted to be president because 
I sought a challenge, and I saw the oppor-
tunity to voice my own opinions as well 
as that of my peers. Recognizing the hard 
work done prior, I saw that there was still 
a lot to be done to make this a more fun 
and easy high school experience (juniors, 
I know IB isn’t easy but we are trying our 
best). 
 I’ve listed below events and en-
deavors that I want to carry out next year. 
But what I intend for this school goes be-
yond these events. I want to create a cul-
ture where students get involved. This  
means more than just having a good prom 

or graduation, but experiencing a unique 
yet authentic high school experience that is 
specific to Clinton that we can enjoy. 
I recognize that I have been president for 
a short time, but I have been going to this 
school for six years now. The only way 
Clinton can effectively grow and change 
for the better is if you all take an active role 
in your community. Be the change that you 
want to see in your school and have pride. 

For now? Sit tight and keep checking those 
emails because a lot of information will be 
coming your way!

Next Year’s Student Council Endeavors:
• Town Halls between student council 

and the student body.
• Continued social action, facilitated by 

the student council and introduced by 
Clinton’s social justice club.

• Student council’s more active role in 
supporting new clubs.

• Members of the student council and 
students who are involved in clubs 
can help organize club fairs.

• Mix it Up Day. Mix It Up at Lunch 
Day is an international campaign 
that encourages students to identify, 
question and cross social boundaries. 
While schools can register to host a 
Mix It Up event on any day of the 
year, millions of students around the 
world participate on the official Mix 
It Up at Lunch Day, held in late Oc-
tober. 

• Graduation Committee (Planning 
decorations, photography/documen-
tation, guest speakers).

• Prom Committee (fundraising, mu-
sic, food).

• Yearbook (assisting and working with 
student leaders of Yearbook).

• Fundraising (working closely with 
other committees and the PA to raise 
funds for events!).

• Trips and Events (including spirit 
week, club events, and the senior 
trip!).

• Organizing grade-level and commu-
nity-wide service activities.

• Reaching out to students and teachers 
for feedback on advisory curriculum 
and format. We will also help plan 
Advisory Days.

emotional effects, pop quizzes usually 
also don’t do what they’re supposed to 
do. If the purpose of pop quizzes are to 
expose who did the homework, then they 
do not often serve their purpose. Pop 

quizzes punish students who actually did 
the work when they were supposed to—
the night before—and reward kids who 
heard as a rumor that there would be a 

pop quiz, and decided to do the home-
work the period before. This ties into 
academic dishonesty, but that’s a whole 
other problem.
 Besides, in my experience, pop 

quizzes usually involve questions that 
aren’t easily answerable if you didn’t 
study, which no one did, because it’s a pop 
quiz. But they’re also difficult to answer if 

you did study. If the purpose is to see who 
did the homework, the questions should 
be easily answerable if you did the work. 
Questions that achieve this are very diffi-
cult to write! Not every teacher can write 
questions that actually achieve this goal.
 I’m aware of the argument that even 
though we may not like tests, we need to prac-
tice taking them because that’s the way the IB 
is. And I can understand that. But I would ar-
gue that repetitive testing is less useful than 
teaching what the test scorers are actually 
looking for. When I was in eighth grade, I had 
a teacher that gave us huge packets to study 
for the Regents. Was it a lot of work? Yes. But 
it wasn’t just useless busywork. They were 
very specific practice questions. 

I thought that 
this was a
conclusion 
that we as a 
society had 
come to
already.

Pop quizzes punish students who actually did the work 

when they were supposed to -- the night before -- and re-

ward kids who heard as a rumor that there would be a pop 

quiz and decided to do the homework the period before.
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HAVAH BERNSTEIN
is an editor of the Clinton Post.

  This summer when 
you’re organizing your back-to-school 
list for the new year, throw in another 
item: a reusable water bottle. 
 A few weeks ago I started 
bringing a water bottle to school and I 
have been drinking significantly more 
water, saved money, and produced sig-
nificantly less waste. 
 It’s easy to get stressed during 
the school day and distract your thirst 
with worry for the test next period or 
feelings of tiredness. When I wasn’t 
bringing a water bottle to school I didn’t 
know I was missing anything because I 
just overpowered urges to drink water 
by focusing on the stress of the school 
day. It can be difficult to make sure 
you stay hydrated when you are over-
whelmed with schoolwork, but with a 
water bottle there is no longer a need for 
effort. You don’t need to remind your-
self to drink when there’s a full water 
bottle next to you. 
 Once you start drinking more 
water, you’ll realize how positive stay-
ing hydrated can be  for your health. Ac-
cording to Healthline, a medical infor-
mation provider, even mild dehydration 
“can impair energy levels and mood, 
and lead to major reductions in memory 
and brain performance.” 
 One may say the most conve-
nient solution to dehydration is to buy 
a bottle of water from the grocery store 
or a stand nearby school, but part of that 
convenience is hurting the environment. 
At the moment, Clinton has only just in-
troduced a successful recycling program 

Quench Your Conscience: Bring a Water Bottle to School

ROSE MCCOY
is a writer for the Clinton Post and 

leader of SETA club

 “No animals were harmed in 
the making of this film” is a familiar 
phrase, but it may not mean as much 
as we all think. The American Humane 
Association (AHA) is the organization 
behind this slogan and are in charge of 
protecting animals in the film industry. 
However, there have been many ac-
cusations of inadequacy in their work 
and countless stories of abuse, neglect, 
and deaths of animals used in films 
under their watch have surfaced over 
the years. There have even been innu-
merable whistleblowers on set, includ-
ing trainers and representatives from 
the AHA itself, claiming management 
overlooked or took part in the arrange-
ment of potentially dangerous film se-
quences for the animals involved. There 
are also accusations that the AHA have 
looked past the concerns of the animal 
trainers, despite the supposed role that 
animal trainers are meant to play as a 
middleman for the animal, according to 
“‘The Hollywood Reporter’ Exposes the 
American Humane Association.”
 But what’s going on that’s so 
wrong? PeTA’s website alleges, “Wild 
animals used in entertainment are often 
subjected to abusive training methods 
such as beatings, electric shock, psy-
chological torment, and food depriva-
tion. Many are stolen from their moth-
ers when they are just babies and forced 
to live their entire lives in extreme con-

finement. After they’re no longer profit-
able to their owners, they’re frequently 
discarded at seedy roadside zoos.” Zoos, 
one might add, that drive them insane 
(if they are not already from their years 
in an industry that tortures and exploits 
them). There are many disturbing tales 
of treatment of animals on film and tele-
vision sets, and in connection with some 
big films and franchises too. 
 According to an article from 
The Telegraph, at least two separate in-
cidents have occurred in which trainers 
who supplied owls for the Harry Pot-

ter series have had several charges of 
animal cruelty brought against them (in 
one case the trainer faced 17 charges) 
and had their animals confiscated by the 
RSPCA. “The Hobbit: Unexpected Cru-
elty” reported that “Five whistleblowers 
reported more than two dozen animal 
deaths during the production of The 

Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey.” With 
one exception, “all claims of animal in-
jury and death are directly related to how 
the animals were housed and fed… Two 
horses went over steep embankments 
and died (one was found with her head 
submerged in water), a horse sustained 
a severe injury after being put in with 
other horses despite known problems, 
sheep broke their legs in sinkholes, and 
chickens were mauled by dogs… Ac-
cording to whistleblowers… the follow-
ing occurred: A horse named Shanghai 
was hobbled (his legs were tied together 
so that he couldn’t move) and left on the 
ground for three hours because he was 
too energetic for his rider. Afterward, in 

order to hide his rope burns for filming, 
his legs were covered with makeup and 
hair… One horse was killed and another 
horse was injured after being placed 
with two highly strung geldings (cas-
trated male horses), despite concerns 
that the geldings would be too aggres-
sive. 
 Another horse was killed af-
ter falling off an embankment in a se-
verely crowded paddock. When the 
horses were moved to the stables, an-
other horse died after being fed large 
amounts of food that he wasn’t used 
to. The horse had shown signs of colic, 
an extremely painful illness. When the 
horses were moved back to the pad-
docks after this incident, another horse 
had the skin and muscles of her leg torn 
away by wire fencing. Several goats 
and sheep died from worm infestations 
and from falling into the sink holes that 
covered the farm. Numerous chickens 
were mauled and killed by unsupervised 
dogs or trampled by other animals when 
left unprotected.” This one particularly 
breaks my heart as a fan of the stories 
of Middle Earth and as someone who 
knows the director, Peter Jackson, is a 
master of CGI and could so easily do 
without the abuse that comes with the 
use of real animals. And these examples 
are just a few of many.
 The PeTA article “Read This 
Before You Go See ‘The Lone Ranger’” 
shares the depressing fact that horses 
are the most frequently injured or killed 
animal on film and television sets, 
which brings up another point. Horses 

often injure themselves when spooked, 
as they run around in a panic-stricken 
state. This is dangerous for the horses 
but also potentially deadly for humans! 
This adds a whole other level of, “and 
why are we still doing this?”
 And that’s not the end of it. As 
PeTA’s article “Showbiz Insiders Allege 
Hollywood Cruelty” points out, most 
cruelty and abuse happens off the set, 
but all the AHA bases their clearly lim-
ited judgements on are the short periods 
of time in which an animal is on set.
 Nothing could justify this sort 

of negligence and abuse, certainly not 
when we live in an age of technological 
wonder in which CGI and other methods 
(practical or digital based) can be em-
ployed to give us the illusion of pretty 
much anything the director or writer or 
producer wants us to see. Directors have 
many of their peers setting great trends 
to look to, such as Rupert Wyatt (direc-
tor of Rise of the Planet of the Apes 
(2011)) and Jon Favreau (director of the 
live action The Jungle Book (2016)). 
It’s time for Hollywood and the rest of 
the film and television industry to come 
out of the dark ages and end their cru-
elty to animals.

Animals Were Harmed in The Making of this Film

Colette Bernheim // Clinton Post staff

for paper, but the empty plastic bottles 
go straight to the landfill. 
 The Pacific Institute, an envi-
ronmental education institution in New 
York City, outlines on its website that 
over 500 billion disposable bottles and 
cups litter Earth’s soil, rivers, lakes, 
and oceans, killing countless animals. 
Constantly buying plastic water bottles 
opposed to bringing your own adds up. 

The Natural Resources Defense Coun-
cil (NRDC) released that the average 
amount of water bottles used per person 
in the United States was 300 in 2017. 
This motivates water bottle corpora-
tions to comply with the high demand 
and increase their supply, which is the 
reason that an estimated 3,800 tons of 
global warming pollution per year is re-
leased into the atmosphere just in New 

York City alone. 
 When you’re in a rush to school, 
your mind may be more concerned with 
a test than your health or the environ-
ment. It’s normal to prioritize the thing 
that seems most immediate, and that’s 
why a reusable water bottle is perfect 
for a busy student. You don’t need to re-
member anything other than to keep the 
bottle in your bag and keep it clean. 

It’s time for 

Hollywood and the rest 

of the film and televi-

sion industry to come 

out of the dark ages.
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Must-Reads To Relax With in the Warm Weather
BY: GRACEY BROUILLARD

 There is nothing like curling up 
with a book and breathing in the pages 
warmed by gentle sunlight. Summer cre-
ates this image, a season in which relax-
ation and nature blend with the ability to 
explore new things. As the renowned au-
thor and transcendentalist Ralph Waldo 
Emerson once said, “Nature and books 
belong to the eyes that see them.” This 
means that the beauty that makes up both 

nature and books comes from those who 
choose to see it. Summer especially al-
lows for time to fully see the world 
around us, and when coupled with read-
ing, new perspectives and adventures are 
heightened. 
 Yet choosing the right book can 
sometimes be a hassle, taking precious 
summer time. Especially when shopping 
in the teen section, it is difficult to weed 
out all the cheesy fanfiction-esc novels. 
Therefore, I have compiled a list of some 
of my favorite books that are well suited 
for summertime. Whether on the beach, 
in a cabin, or in your house, these five 
books are sure to enhance vacationing. 
 First up is Wuthering Heights 

by Emily Brontë. Although it was pub-
lished in 1847 (fun fact: Emily’s sister 
Charlotte published her book Jane Eyre 
in the same year), it is the classic love 
and revenge story that never ceases to 
amaze. It features a complex family in 
its various generations, beginning with 
the Earnshaws. Mr. Earnshaw adopts a 
boy from the streets and raises him as his 
own, naming him Heathcliff. Earnshaw’s 
biological son soon grows jealous of 
his father’s love for Heathcliff, vowing 
to make Heathcliff’s life miserable. Yet 

when doom falls on those he loves most, 
Heathcliff turns mad with anger himself, 
vowing to imprint the same misery on the 
lineage of those who have spited him. 
 The second is a bit more cheer-
ful, a novel called Time and Again, writ-
ten by Jack Finney. This historical fiction 
novel depicts an advertising artist named 
Si Morle. He is recruited for his wit and 
focus to be part of an organization work-
ing to crack the procedure for time trav-
el. Fueled by the prospect of solving a 

mystery dating back to his friend’s rela-
tives, Si agrees to become the first man to 
travel back to New York in 1882. Filled 
with interesting and minute details, read-
ing it feels similar to traveling back in 
time yourself, the adventure and mystery 
making it a page turner. 
 Another historical fiction novel 
called Alex and Eliza: A Love Story by 
Melissa De La Cruz is the perfect read 
for any Hamilton fan. Alexander Hamil-
ton and Elizabeth Schuyler’s story takes 
a new perspective, describing their rela-
tionship from the point of view of every-
one involved with Cruz’s unbiased tone. 
The historically accurate outlayings of 
the tale make the inflicted emotions all 
the more real, with the clearer motives 
behind every decision Hamilton and Eli-
za made that changed history.
 Next up is The Hitchhiker’s 

Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams. 
This sarcastic science fiction novel be-
gins with the end of our world and leads 
to a twisting story of adventure and bad 
poetry. This classic is a must read for 
anyone who has not yet turned its pag-
es. For those who have read this book, 
it should be noted that The Hitchhiker’s 

Guide to the Galaxy is only the first in a 

My Favorite Barrier-Breaking Musical Artists
BY: COLETTE BERNHEIM 

Many artists create music and live life by 
their own rules. Here are some artists who 
have broken down musical barriers:

St. Vincent
When  considering the greatest guitarists of 
all time, many people might think of men 
such as Jimi Hendrix, Eric Clapton, or Jack 
White. Young women don’t usually come 
to mind, but St. Vincent is changing that 
perception. Before making it as a success-
ful solo artist, she toured with indie-rocker 
Sufjan Stevens as part of his backing band. 
Since then, she has been breaking down mu-
sical walls, receiving praise from rock icons 
like Dave Grohl and Jack White. With her 
one-of-a-kind guitar playing, unorthodox 
style of singing, and intricate compositions, 
St. Vincent is not one to overlook.
Key track: “Teenage Talk”

Prince 
Another legendary guitarist, the late and 
great Prince, paved the way for generations 
of non-conformers. Prince never followed 
the norms set in place for any person in 
terms of music, sexuality, and gender and 
race.   
Key track: “I Would Die 4 U”

series; the second is The Restaurant at 

the end of the Universe, the third is Life, 

the Universe and Everything, the fourth 
is So Long and Thanks For all the Fish, 
and the fifth is Mostly Harmless. Each 
book in the series maintains a humorous 
tone while exploring the theories that de-
fine the universe.
 Lastly, if you are more in the 
mood for a biography, La Dame d’Esprit: 

A Biography of Marquise Du Chatelet 

will blow your mind. Unlike a stereotyp-
ical dry-toned biography, author and his-
torian Judith Zinsser colorfully describes 
Du Chatelet’s life from her aristocratic 
youth in france to her deep friendship and 
affair with the renowned playwright and 
poet Voltaire, and to her early adulthood 
in which her genius bloomed. As a noble-

woman, Émilie Du Chatelet was expect-
ed to be witty with guests without being 
smart, and to simply play piano, sew and 
dance with rich aristocratic men. Yet her 
passion lied in science and math. Under-
appreciated for her accomplishments, 
this novel reveals the true genius behind 
the translation of Newton’s Principia and 
one of the only scholars to have truly un-
derstood and built upon Newton’s work. 
She discovered new properties of color 
and fire, breaking through old scientific 
“fact” and built an understanding of the 
world we know today. 
 Whether it be a revenge novel, 
a love story, a historical fiction novel, a 
fantasy, sci-fi, or biography, I hope sum-
mer will be filled with whatever beauty 
your eye chooses to see. 

Steve Lacy
Steve Lacy has broken down numerous 
barriers as the 19-year-old producer and 
guitarist/vocalist for the hip-hop funk 
group The Internet. Whether he’s produc-
ing records for Kendrick Lamar and Vam-
pire Weekend or creating his own dazzling 
songs, Lacy proves that age is really just a 
number.  
Key track: “Some”

Patti Smith
Punk poet Patti Smith has always embraced 
contradictions. Her unorthodox femininity 
as a rock and roll star, contrasted with her 
somewhat traditional choices as a wife and 
mother,  have influenced many people to 
approach life and music as themselves, no 
matter what society might think.
Key track: “Kimberly”

Janelle Monae
Since the start of her career, Janelle 
Monae has never been a follower. Forging 
her own path, Monae composed unique 
songs and is constantly changing her 
sound, hairstyle, wardrobe and interests. 
No matter what she’s doing, her strong 
sense of self radiates through the art she 
creates, both as a singer/songwriter and an 
actress. 
Key track: “Oh, Maker”

Emily Brontë, time and space travel, Hamilton, 

and biographies... any of these could fill your 
summer with journeys to another world.

The Entertainment Pages 
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Dear Dewie
Dear Dewie,
How can I tell if my friend
is mad at me? She seemed
kind of upset last time we
hung out, and she wou-
ldn’t tell me what was
bothering her.
From,
Concerned Friend

Dear Concerned
Friend,
I wouldn’t jump
to conclusions.
If you haven’t
done anythi-
ng that wo-
uld upset
your friend,
your friend
probably
isn’t ups-
et at you.
It’s good
that you asked her why she seemed 
down, though. The best thing you 
can do is offer your ear if she wants 
to talk about it.
From,
Dewie

Dear Dewie,
My friend recently came out to me as 
transgender. How can I best support 
them?
From,
Trying to be a Good Ally

Dear trying to be a good ally,
It’s great that you want to support 
your friend! I would say that the best 
thing you can do for your friend is to 
ask them what you can do. Every trans 
person is different, and each person 
will want or need different forms of 
support. For example, some may pre-
fer that you help them in correcting 
people when they get misgendered, 
while others may prefer that you leave 
that to them. Your friend might not be 
out to everyone, so you don’t want to 
accidentally out them when you think 
you’re being helpful! Very politely ask 
them questions about how and if they 
would like you to help.
From,
Dewie

Dear Dewie,
I am SO STRESSED! I have so much 
schoolwork to do. But I’m having a hard 
time actually getting stuff done... I’ll 
start working, but then begin to stress 
about everything that I need to do and I 
won’t be able to actually complete tasks 
Please help!
Sincerely,
Anxious Accomplisher

Dear Anxious Accomplisher,
You need to take a deep breath. Close 
your eyes. Then open them and make 
a list. If you make a detailed list, out-
lining what you need to do each day 
in order to accomplish what’s neces-
sary, the road ahead will seem less 
daunting. Sure, you might have a 
billion projects due next week. But 
you can just focus on completing the 
tasks on your schedule for the day 
and the workload will seem far more 
doable. One other thing I like to do is 
get really involved in the project I’m 
working on. If I’m genuinely excited 
about the material, then I can just 
lose myself in the project and stop 
worrying about everything else. But 
I know this is difficult if you aren’t 
passionate about the topic.
Hope this helped,
Dewie

Best Ice Cream Shops to Help 

You Cool Down In The Heat

BY: JULIETTE GROSSMAN 
SMISEK

As summer comes around, nothing beats 

the heat like a nice cool treat. Fortunately, in 
NYC there are endless places to get delicious 
ice cream. Here are some of the best five:

1. Milk Bar
Known for their classic cereal-milk flavor, 
Milk is the perfect place to get a giant, fill-
ing cup of ice cream. With multiple loca-

tions throughout the city, Milk Bars popu-

larity is at an all-time high for a reason.

2. Ice & Vice
Known for their wacky and inventive new 
flavors, Ice & Vice is a unique and delicious 
way to satisfy all your ice cream cravings.

3. Van Leeuwen Ice Cream
Known for creamy, delicious flavors and 
BIG scoop sizes, Van Leeuwen is definite-

ly one of the best ice cream spots in the 

city. They also have tons of great vegan ice 

cream options.

4. Big Gay Ice Cream
A staple of the East Village, no NY ice 

cream list could be complete without Big 
Gay Ice Cream. From its iconic favorites 

like “salty pimp” to crazy limited edition 
flavors like “cheetos,” there’s something 
there for everyone.

5. Grom
Although not technically ice cream, I 

can’t name New York’s best ice cream 
spots without also naming some of its 
best gelato. Straight out of Turin, Italy, 

Grom has a super yummy menu, with 
some of the best authentic gelato flavors 
you’ll find.

BY: MAXIE KAREN

It’s summer! Time to relax, get some 

snacks and enjoy the movies below. 

Thriller: I Know What You Did Last Summer
A year’s passed since four teens were in-

volved in a hit and run accident, where 
they dumped their victim’s body into the 

sea. The four teens start to get frightening 

letters, and must accept that the thing they 

feared most is happening: someone knows 
what they did that night and they are com-

ing for revenge.

Horror: The Gallows
In 1993, an accident involving a noose 

during a school production of “The Gal-

lows” kills Charlie Grimille. Twenty 
years later, high school students decide 

to reenact the play in Charlie’s honor. 

But when the lead role gets stagefright, 
him and his friends decide to go to the 

school on the eve of the play and ruin 

the set so the play can’t happen. Little 

do they know that the wrath of a venge-

ful spirit awaits them in the auditorium 
that night.

Comedy: She’s The Man
This movie is based on Shakespeare’s com-

edy Twelfth Night. When Viola Hastings’ 

soccer team gets cut, she wants to join the 
boys team, so she decides to disguise her-

self as her twin brother Sebastian and try 
out for the rival school. She makes it onto 
the team and enrolls herself in her brother’s 

school, posing as a boy. Her roomate Duke 
also plays soccer and has a crush on class-

mate Olivia, but Olivia likes Sebastian, 
who is actually Viola, who actually likes 
Duke. When Sebastian comes home, ev-

erything gets complicated!

Rom-Com: Something Borrowed
Rachel and Darcy have been best friends 

since childhood. Darcy is about to get 

married to Dex, who studied with Rachel 
in law school. On Rachel’s 30th birthday, 
Dex and Rachel discover that they have 

feelings for each other. Now Rachel has 
to choose between her best friend and the 
love of her life.

Sci-Fi: Disturbing Behavior
New kid Steve is befriended by outcasts 

Gavin and Rachel. When Gavin tells Steve 

his theory that a sinister force changes the 

behavior of the popular group in school, he 

also shares that he saw one of them kill-
ing their classmate Mary Jo, who was re-

cently found missing. Steve does not be-

lieve Gavin, but when Gavin is sent to Dr. 
Edgar Caldicott, he immediately changes 

his behavior and suddenly joins the popu-

lar group. Steve and Rachel decide to in-

vestigate what’s really been going on with 
Gavin’s newfound popular leanings.

Drama: Drive Me Crazy
Nicole Maris is a popular high school se-

nior and has her eyes set on the gala cen-

tennial celebration theme for the prom. 

But when her dream date Brad falls for 
a cheerleader from another school, her 

prom is ruined. To save her reputation, 

she decides to find a fake boyfriend in 
order to make Brad jealous. The guy 
she chooses is her troublemaker neigh-

bor Chase. She has to remodel him into 

the perfect guy, while he is also trying 
to make his ex-girlfriend Dulcie jealous. 
They don’t expect their relationship to 

end up where it does.

Movies To Chill With This Summer

http://bloody-disgusting.com

Juliette Grossman Smisek // Clinton Post staff
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Studying for Finals

June Crossword

BY: MAYA RADER

Monday, June 11, 2018

ACROSS
  3 Statewide high school exams.
  7 Clinton’s Art & Lit mag.  

  8 An alternative to the SAT that 

      many Clinton students have

      opted for.  

  

DOWN
  1 Stitches author who recent-
      ly came to Clinton to 

      give a talk to ninth graders.
  2 The “C” in CAS.  

  4 Number of grades at Clinton 

      next year.  

  5 Around this time of year,   
      many students are saying,     

       “Oh my God, I can’t wait 
      until _________ week is  
      over and we can relax.”  
  6 Many upper grades students   

      will get a ______ this summer.


