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CHRONICALLY
LATE TO SCHOOL?
JOIN THE CLUB
The Consecutively Late Club
Provides an Incentive for
Getting to School on Time.
BY: MAYA RADER

BY: NINA SCHATELL
Clinton’s second annual musical, The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee, took place in the gymnatorium on January 26 and 27. The show
was directed by Ashley Puckett Gonzales
and the music director was middle grades
music teacher Jackie Moe.
In this musical, different middle
school-age kids compete in a spelling bee.
While the kids spell, the audience learns
about each individual through flashbacks
and songs.
The audience filled more than
250 seats each night of the show.
One unique aspect of the Spelling Bee musical was the use of members
from the audience. Three audience members were called up to the stage in the beginning of the show and given words to
spell alongside the actors. Molly Cavett,

a tenth grade cast-member, said, “It was
originally hard during the rehearsal process because [the audience volunteer]
was Ashley again and again and again.”
Cavett and cast-member Kiera Lynch occasionally ad-libbed commentary for the
participating audience members when
they were called up to spell a word.
When audience members started spelling,
Cavett felt that the show “flowed more
and I found myself on break times thinking of like, ‘oh I could use that joke for
that person,’ and it became a lot more active for me.”
One of the audience volunteers,
Clinton 11th grader Ruby Najjar, recalled,
“When I was onstage I felt terrified, yet
I got the same thrill as I got when I am
onstage acting.” She said that spelling on
the spot was intense because she didn’t
know what words she would have to spell
until she was called up to the mic.

When reflecting back on the
show, many of the actors had high praises
for Gonzales. Ninth grade cast-member
Rose Cohen remarked, “I loved the director. She was a really supportive director
who was not only kind, but knew how to
put a musical together.” Cohen continued
that Gonzales did a good job of prioritizing “for the sake of the show as well as
putting it together for the sake of the kids,
leaving the best possible experience and
outcome.”
Cast-member Amanda Scheff
agreed, “She paid attention to what we
were trying to say and our ideas and really collaborated with us instead of telling
us what to do.”
Some cast-members wished
there were more than just two shows of
Spelling Bee. Cohen said, “It was kind of
sad only having two shows because those
shows went extraordinarily well.”

What better incentive than free
food to get teenagers to wake up earlier?
A group of consistently late upper
grades students, known as the Consecutively Late Club, are given brownies, donuts,
or other treats by guidance counselor Tracy
Schaffzin on Friday mornings if they show
up on time for school most days that week.
Ms. Schaffzin explained, “We’ve
targeted students who are chronically late
for school, and instead of making them feel
bad and punishing them and giving negative
reinforcement, we’ve tried to give positive
reinforcement.”
Schaffzin continued that the
initiative is “to just acknowledge that
they’re doing a great job, and for some
students, it’s gotten them out of a rut of
being late.”
Ms. Schaffzin said that students
who are on-time for school every day don’t
get a treat reward because their punctuality
pays off in other ways, like their class performance.
Timeah Cadell, an 11th grade
member of the Consecutively Late Club,
said that for classes like biology, where
Rapid Assessment (R.A.) practice questions
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Word on the Street

“What are you most proud of from
the first semester?”

Addison Clark
Tenth Grade

“Becoming a little
less self conscious
and finding my place
within Clinton.”
Jordyn Katz
Eleventh Grade

“I submitted all my
assignments on time
and didn’t have any
missing.”
Ms. Clara Yoo
Upper Grades Teacher

Carlos Chiossone // Clinton Parent

MUSICAL | From left to right, then bottom: Marcy Park (Viola Hsia), Logan Schwartzandgrubeniere (Violet Becker), ensemble
listens to Olive Ostrovsky (Amanda Scheff).

NEWS, PAGE 3
New Tutoring Program Between
Upper and Lower Grades
17 middle school students are
paired with 17 tutors from upper
grades, organized by math teacher
Mr. M. Greenawalt. They meet
once a week.

OPINIONS, PAGE 5
Don’t Like Reading? You Just
Need The Right Book
If anyone claims that they don’t like
reading, it is only because they have
not found the right book. Most students already scroll through pages
of text on social media.

“Kicking off the social justice club which
meets every Thursday
during lunch. And
continuing film club.”

ART & ENT, PAGE 6
Best Songs for the Winter Season

ART & ENT, PAGE 7
Best NYC Midwinter Break Activities

Winter is a freezing time of year and
a season that many people dread for
its bleak chilliness. Here are just a
few of the songs whose groovy take
on the cold season can rid any disdain
towards the season.

Don’t envy friends who are travelling out of town, there’s a whole city
of adventures that await you. n-day
break to enjoy ten must-see, New
York City landmarks that guarantee a
good time (in no particular order).
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LATENESS | Students who swipe into Clinton after 9:04 are marked late and printed a late pass.

are given at the beginning of the period,
those first few minutes can count a lot. She
remarked, “You don’t really see how those
affect you until you have a test and are like,
‘I didn’t learn about this! Wait, I was coming in late.’” Cadell has recently improved
her timeliness drastically. What used to be
four out of five late days have turned into
two or three. “She’s my turnaround child,”
remarked Ms. Schaffzin.
Cadell said the Friday treat was
her motivation to improve her timeliness.
She said, “I was wanting to eat on Friday, so
I was like, ‘Oh, I’ll just come early.’”
But for Natalie Falcon, another
11th grade club member who has recently
improved, treats weren’t quite enough of an
incentive. Falcon explained, “It was, until I
would wake up and be like, ‘Are brownies
really worth my time that I could be using
for more sleep?’”
Instead, Falcon is motivated by
not wanting to disappoint her first period
teachers. She said she tries to come on time

when she has her favorite teachers first period. “I must come early during the days
I have her in the morning so my wife can
love me,” Falcon joked of Ms. Aleksandra
Schilis, upper grades math teacher.
11th grade club member William
Rozario is late most days. He said, “The
days I’m not late, I usually get in by the
skin of my teeth.” Rozario is trying to
get on an earlier sleep schedule so he can
wake up earlier and get to school on time.
Rozario attributed his lateness to
train difficulties. He commented, “I take
the worst trains. I mean, I have to take the
L train, that’s pretty much answer enough.”
Rozario lives in Midtown Manhattan.
Ms. Schaffzin said that, while travelling can be frustrating, students should
still be arriving on time for school. She said,
“I live all the way in Westchester, I’m on
time to school.”
Ms. Schaffzin noted the real-world
ramifications of habitual lateness. She added, “It’s also a life lesson because when you
have jobs, you get fired if you’re not on
time.”

Clinton’s Regents Week Used For Midterms

Amber Azcona // Clinton Post staff

MIDTERMS | Students spent Regents week taking midterm exams. Pictured above: Ninth grader Tao David-Infield

BY: JONAH WEISSMAN
Last week, the hallways of
Clinton were brimming with stress and
anxiety about the then-upcoming midterms.
Teachers started mentioning the
midterms about two weeks before the
exams. The schedule of exams was ever-changing, but students eventually got a
concrete schedule a few days before their
first exam.
Rubyrose Hill, an 11th grader,
remarked, “We weren’t given anything to

study. We were also told about the tests a
week before them.”
Principal Jon Levin said that the
lack of midterms in past years didn’t work
well for students and teachers because that
gave no opportunity for students to “pull
together information and prepare, and
to have that experience.” Mr. Levin also
noted that the midterms served to prepare
ninth grade tenth grade students for Regents exams, and 11th graders for the IB
exams.
According to Mr. Levin, midterms were mandatory for all classes be-

cause otherwise, students may have taken
the lack of midterms in some classes to
mean that those classes weren’t considered
as valuable.
Some were unenthusiastic about
the midterms. Ms. Heather Nordstrom,
11th grade English teacher, said she didn’t
know she was going to be giving the test
until close to the exam date. It wasn’t in
her original lesson plan for the year. As
her midterm exam, she gave her students
a diagnostic that will simply be graded for
completion.
Mr. Eric Stanton, upper grades

history teacher, suggested, “I think
that the week, especially for IB students, could have been better served
with other work, such as taking you to
the New York City library and working on academic research skills.” He
explained that he originally planned
to give his Regents week exam during
class time.
Mr. Levin predicted that the Regents midterms will most likely continue
at Clinton in the coming years. He said, “I
do think that that’s going to be a tradition
at Clinton.”
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Lice Outbreak
at Clinton
Lice found in both
upper and lower grades
BY: MAYA RADER

“Lice, lice baby,” read the subject
of an email from Principal Jon Levin to the
student body.
This winter there was an outbreak of lice in both the upper and lower
grades of Clinton. Speaking of the grades
affected by the outbreak, Mr. Levin stated, “It cut across nine, it cut across a few
ten, and it certainly cut across eight and
seven.”

Amber Azcona // Clinton Post staff

Sign-Out Sheets | A new bathroom sign-out policy has been announced by the Clinton administration.

BY: RALPH MAKOMBO
In December, the Clinton Administration shared their intent to implement a
new bathroom policy for high schoolers.
Ms. Cheryl Goett, assistant principal and upper grades director, explained to
students that it is to ensure their safety and
make sure that teachers know where their
students during class.
Upper grades history teacher Mr.
Eric Stanton stated, “I have no problem
with it because I feel as if I was already in
charge of how I moderated who went to the
bathroom. It’s a system that has been working, so I really see no difference in what the
school is now asking.”
Some students connected this new

policy to the Clinton administration’s efforts to prevent students from vaping in the
school bathrooms.
“I feel like they do not care as
much about where we are compared to what
they’re doing. They want to see if people are
meeting up in the bathroom to juul. People
are still going to juul and mess around in the
bathroom, I doubt a sign up sheet can stop
them,” said 11th grader Ryan Berlinger.
10th grader Quentin Young stated,
“I didn’t really think of the bathroom thing
as a problem. Like, I hear about things happening but never when I’m around. I really
don’t see the point in making going to the
bathroom so tedious.”
Not only do the new policies monitor access to the school bathrooms, they

also limit where students can interact within
the school, such as restricting students from
spending leisure time in guidance counselors Ms. Tracy Schaffzin and Mr. Tim David-Lang’s offices (the space has a sofa and
comfy chairs).
10th grader Jason Panay, who uses
the guidance counselor’s office as a leisure
space, said, “To that, I really have to say that
it’s ridiculous. I think this all just connects
to a problem from a few students and the
staff knows who they are. Everyone else
shouldn’t have to suffer because others are
being stupid in school.”
Despite the announcement of this
new policy, changes are yet to be made. Berlinger commented that the policy, “hasn’t
been enforced at all.”

“It’s like photo day,
but different.”
There was a mandatory lice check
for all grades on January 18th in the gymnasium. “It’s like photo day but different,”
joked Mr. Levin in his email to the student
body.
Lice are not a result of poor hygiene, Mr. Levin explained in an interview.
He said, “Having lice doesn’t mean you’re
dirty. I had lice as a kid.” Mr. Levin noted that the crowded nature of Clinton can
contribute to the spread of lice. He added,
“It’s something that people should keep in
mind.”
To prevent future outbreaks of
lice, Mr. Levin advised, “People need
to not share hats, that’s a big one. When
they can, put their hair back, especially
through winter. And you know, just be
aware.”

Tutoring Program Between Upper and Lower Grades
BY: AOIFE SCHMITT

Maya Rader // Clinton Post staff

TUTORING | Upper grades and lower grades students meet for a tutoring session Thursdays after school in Mr. Greenawalt’s room.

Clinton has instituted a new tutoring program between middle and high
school students.
Mr. Matt Greenawalt, eighth
grade math teacher, said that he wanted a
way to connect the upper and lower grades.
There are 17 middle school students paired
with 17 tutors from upper grades. For 11th
graders, tutoring would count toward their
CAS hours. Mr. Greenawalt hopes that in
the future, the tutoring program will be student-run.
The first tutoring session was on
Thursday, January 11. Elena Kubicek, a
10th grade tutor, explained how she became a tutor because she “was always really good at math and thought it could be fun
to help other people understand it better.”
Each tutor was assigned to a lower grades
student student.
Riley Starling, another 10th grade
tutor, said that she decided to tutor because
she wanted to give students who may be
afraid to ask questions in class the opportunity to get the help that they need.
Edie Fernandez, an eighth grader
who is being tutored, explained how tutoring was helpful because, “At home I don’t
have someone to talk to about stuff and tutoring helped me understand things.”
Starling remarked, “I think there
is some tweaking that could be done, but
I think the program will be successful.”
There were some setbacks when the students met. Some tutors had forgotten the
material a middle schooler was learning,
others were distracted, and a few students
didn’t show up. As Kubicek put it, “If they
don’t want to learn, you can’t force it on
them.”
Both Kubicek and Starling said
tutoring may be a challenge, but it may
help them to see the material in a new way.
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How To Start Off Fresh Second Semester
BY: PAOLA SUAREZ

The time has finally come. Second semester is upon us. As we begin a
new semester, we can also start with a
fresh set of goals as well.
One way to do this is to store all
of your first semester materials somewhere accessible but out of the way,
just in case you need to look at your
old notes. It’s important that you store
your old notes and materials somewhere
because they might be useful for when
you are studying for Regents or the IB
exams.
It’s also important that going
into the next semester, you start working as hard as you can. If you start off
by slacking off, then the end of second
semester will be far more stressful than
need be. Being consistent and working
hard throughout the year will lead to better results that you can be proud of.
Set a list of goals for yourself.
Think of them as new semester resolutions! Whether that be taking better

notes, asking more questions, or a better
grade, it’s good to start off knowing what
you want to do and accomplish this semester.
Also, don’t be so hard on yourself. It’s easy to feel like you need to
compete with everyone else to get perfect grades, but at the end of the day,
the only thing that matters is your work
ethic. If you work hard and try your best
with everything you do then that should
be enough. Remind yourself that the only
thing that matters is how you work. Not
your grade.
Another thing you should do is
make sure you don’t start off the year
with missing assignments, because then
the assignments will just keep piling up.
It can be a challenge at the end of the year
to get your grades where they need to be
if you’re sorting out missing assignments
from the beginning of the term. You also
need to remind yourself that your teachers are there to help and guide you. They
don’t bite! It’s okay to ask for help; it’s
nothing to be ashamed of.

Maya Rader // Clinton Post staff

SECOND SEMESTER | 11th grader Luna Rodriguez works on homework during lunch.
There comes a point in everyone’s life where they must learn how to
organize their time. It will not only help
you with schoolwork, but in the future
as well. Speaking of time management,
it might be easier said than done, but try
not to procrastinate. Organize your time!

If you have a project due in a week, set
aside a time every day to do a little bit of
that project so that when the time comes,
it’s not so overwhelming and you don’t
feel as stressed. Your second semester is
what you make of it. If you work hard,
you’ll be astonished by the results.

Teachers Need Constructive Criticism, Too
BY: ALEX ROSADO

As students, we’ve all been in situations where, after finishing a long project for school, we think about all the ways
the project could have gone better. There’s
almost always aspects that you, as the student, could have done better. But sometimes, when you’re sitting there reflecting
after handing in a mediocre project, you
think about ways that a teacher’s guidance
could have been improved. What happens
then? How can you effectively criticize a
teacher?
This is kind of a touchy subject,
I know, and I don’t mean to encourage
students to be forward with their more
objectionable opinions of teachers, but
instead, I implore Clinton to open up the
lines of communication between teachers and students. Schools are learning
environments, and moreover, communities. And for any community to thrive
and continue to improve, there has to be
an ongoing dialogue.
For example, recently there
was a project that I’m willing to admit that I procrastinated on, and ergo,
it didn’t turn out the way I would have
liked. I would not write a long letter of
criticisms to my teacher blaming her
for the project not receiving a perfect
grade. That wouldn’t make sense. However, despite my own shortcomings with

the project, I did reflect on it and find
that more structured guidance in class
regarding the project would have helped
me greatly. I’d like to tell my teacher
this, but how?
It makes sense that blame is
placed on the student in most cases. The
teacher isn’t responsible for their students’ shortcomings. And it’s certainly
true that teachers have much more experience than students, so my point isn’t
necessarily to say that teachers and students are academic equals by any means,
but they are part of a two-way relationship, and who better knows what teachers can do to improve than the students
who learn from them?
The taboo surrounding the idea
of giving criticism to teachers is problematic because it prevents teacher
growth. How can we change this to cultivate a more growth-minded community?
On the teaching/administrative
side, providing more avenues for students to give feedback to teachers would
be an excellent start. The IB strongly
encourages reflection, so why not provide more opportunities for reflection
after major projects/assessments that ask
questions regarding the teacher’s teaching style or their approach to teaching
the content?
Of course, this is only one half

Maya Rader // Clinton Post staff

CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM | Teachers must realize that growth is a two-way street.
of the equation, because even if teachers
provide more of these opportunities for
feedback to be given, one can’t guarantee that it’ll be good feedback. Students
have to play their part, too. Students
can’t just complain to their teachers, be-

cause that will eliminate any credibility they might hold as learning tools for
teachers. Students must think critically
about specific aspects of teaching that
worked and didn’t work. Isn’t that what
the IB is all about?

Keep All of Your Cosmetics Cruelty-Free
BY: ROSE MCCOY
Looking to look beautiful? Most
people strive to look their best and high
schoolers are no exception. Many girls and
boys at Clinton turn to makeup to help improve their facade, but many beauty products mask more than blemishes on skin.
Makeup, hair products, and other cosmetics are frequently tested on animals, which is a brutal, barbaric process.
Animals subjected to experimentation
suffer horrible fates. Animals, including
companion animals such as dogs, cats,
rabbits, and others, suffer atrocities such
as having their eyes sewn shut, suffocation, having substances poured in their
eyes and rubbed on exposed skin, and
countless other unthinkable practices,

according to undercover investigations
conducted by PeTA, such as the Silver
Spring investigation. More than 100 million animals are killed every year in animal experimentation, according to PeTA.

These tests would be
completely useless to
test the safety or
effectiveness of products
Moreover, these tests are not necessarily
to test the safety or effectiveness of the
products. In fact, these tests would be

completely useless for that purpose. Any
accurate results scientists obtain from
these tests would be coincidental. Animals are sentient like us, but our physiologies are not the same. Many animals
commonly used in animal testing react in
a manner completely inconsistent with
the people who will be using the same
products later on. Cats and guinea pigs
experience birth defects and even death
when administered aspirin or penicillin,
both of which are massively beneficial
to human health, according to the article
“Why is aspirin toxic to cats?” published
by Discover.
If we cannot trust animal testing
to accurately indicate human reactions to
these substances, how can we trust it as
an indicator for human reactions to other

products? It merely serves as legal protection for the companies from which these
products are produced. Say a lawsuit is
brought against a shampoo company by
someone who went blind after getting
the shampoo in their eyes. The company
is able to say that they carried out the required processes to ensure their product
was safe, so they are not responsible for
the misfortune of the plaintiff. It’s plain
that animal testing is an archaic, immoral,
and ineffective waste of money, resources, and sentient life.
For more information about animal testing and vivisection and which
companies are cruel and which are kind
you can contact seta@theclintonschool.net
or visit www.peta.org. Please be a compassionate consumer!
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Don’t Like Reading? You Just Need The Right Book
BY: HAVAH BERNSTEIN
With all of the chaos of homework, many students’ after-school routines include extracurriculars or hanging out with friends, then going home
to do homework, eat dinner, and then
ready for bed. Everyone has their own
schedule and sometimes, because of
that schedule, it can feel like there’s not
enough time in the day to add something
new. I am suggesting that you add just
one activity into your day: reading.
For some students, independent
reading became a chore ever since sixth
grade teachers started assigning it as
homework. Not every student is bound
to love literature class, but that should
not keep students from a drive to read.
To start, if anyone claims that
they don’t like reading, it is only because they have not found the right book.
Students scroll through paragraphs and
paragraphs of text on social media, so
the act of reading information is not the
issue. In fact, if you’re reading this article right now, then you’re excused from
the “don’t like to read” category.
The reason that you may not
like to read is because of the format.
Clearly, Tumblr posts are not the same
as a novel, but there are many novels
that take unique, quick-to-read formats.
Right now I’m reading Simon vs. the
Homo Sapiens Agenda by Becky Albertalli and every other chapter is made of
emails exchanged between two characters. Reading that format is interesting

and fun. It’s as if someone’s showing
me their juicy email conversations.
If you’re not the kind of person
that reads regularly, don’t pick up your
first independent book just because of
the difficulty level. Of course, a more
challenging book will help you grow
as a reader, writer, and speaker, but if
you’re looking to get interested in reading, focus on what book you find interesting. You may like hearing stories
about the fight for racial equality, in
which case The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas is a perfect book for you to
pick up at the library. You might want
to gush over romance by reading Eleanor & Park by Rainbow Rowell or the
Tiger’s Curse Series by Colleen Houck.
The number of possibilities are endless
when it comes to finding a book that
you’ll love to read.
A helpful tip that certainly motivates me to read more is exchanging
books with friends and reading the same
books as them. Nothing is better than
finishing a good book and then getting to
vent about it to someone who feels the same
way. You can have a buddy to help support
your ships, heartbreaks, anger, or debate
with you about an aspect of the book.
I know days can be busy, and
they go by fast. But every other night, after
sending Snapchat streaks and texting your
friends “goodnight,” pick up a good book
and read a chapter. Don’t force yourself to
read for hours, but you’d be surprised. If
you have the right book, you won’t want to
put it down.

Julia Turano // Clinton Post staff

INDEPENDENT READING | Find books in the class or school library, or at NYPL.

How to Incorperate Technology Into Learning
BY: HAVAH BERNSTEIN
This year, more than ever, I have
noticed students bringing tablets and
computers to class. As juniors, students
are asked to take a lot of notes and turn
them into something useful to prepare for
tests, and some juniors have already come
up with a system that makes this significantly easier: bringing their computer to
school.
Mr. Eric Stanton, upper grades
history teacher, defended the juniors’ use
of computers during class. He explained
that everybody organizes themselves differently and that for some students, typing
their notes may be “a better way of approaching [notetaking] than just traditional
organization in notebooks.”
Not only does typing notes
make information easier to sort for
some students, but it is undoubtedly a
perfect way to collaborate when studying. Before big exams, a lot of students
exchange notes and synthesize them together to create study guides. This assures students that they aren’t missing
any information, and reading through
all of the information helps students remember everything.
Taking notes by computer also
takes the stress off of heavy backpacks.
While students continue to need some
binders for worksheets and classes
that require handwriting, eliminating
the amount of binders needed without
a computer makes bags significantly
lighter.
There is something to be said for
the power of handwriting notes. To start,
it forces students to choose the most necessary information and document that,
because there’s not enough time to copy
everything. This creates a mental highlight of what’s important. For students
who don’t want to sort through pages and
pages of transcripts of the lesson, it makes
sense to handwrite. Not only that, but according to NPR, students also remember a

Maya Rader // Clinton Post staff

COMPUTERS IN SCHOOL | Many 11th graders type their notes on their laptops in class.
greater amount of the information when it serves as a helpful tool beyond notes. Stu- have.”
is handwritten versus typed.
dents use school computers at least once
In the end, it is important that each
Stacy Roberts, class of 2019, every week or two in order to conduct re- individual student finds a system for learnuses an iPad Pro and stylus and said that search or type an essay. The time spent in ing that works well for them, but bringing
it “allows me to handwrite notes and class can often be wasteful if the comput- a computer to school has definitely shown
then immediately have them typed up as ers aren’t functioning properly, but bring- its perks.
well. It’s just a much easier way to help ing one’s own computer takes away that
For students who don’t have their
consolidate my learning and also just problem.
own computer, it is certainly worth the
to organize it without having to have
Mr. Stanton agreed, “Your own school’s funds to offer more functioning
a bunch of really heavy notebooks and computers are a little more technologically computers, or a system that allows students
binders.”
advanced so they function faster and have to rent computers to make them feel more
Bringing computers to school other programs that the chromebooks don’t personalized.
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Book of The Month: The Nightingale Dear Dewie!
BY: GRACEY BROUILLARD

For all you book lovers (and
even book haters), this magnificent
masterpiece of 440 pages is a definite
must read. Once readers delve into The
Nightingale’s story, it is near impossible
to put it down.
This historical fiction novel
follows the paths of two sisters caught
in the middle of the second world war
in their hometown of France. The author
Kristin Hannah gives a new perspective
on the war and how people reacted to
the sudden change in rulership.
This book is for types of people
as fiery-tempered as younger sister Isabelle, who saw the war as a chance to
prove an allegiance with the old France
that she knew, and who was willing to
do anything to overthrow the unjust
rules of the Nazis.
But it’s also for demure, compassionate, loving people such as older
sister Vianne, for whom the war meant
that loved ones had to be protected at all
costs. Her strength comes from love and
therefore she feels she must do everything to lie low until the storm passes.
For both extremes, it is a struggle to survive while still retaining their
own identities. This makes their lives
interesting to read about, especially due
to the author’s benign style of writing
that makes readers feel as though they
intimately know the characters by the
end.
The tone of the piece reflects

Dear Dewie,
Any tips on cram nights or nights when you’ve
got a lot of work?
From,
PROcrastinator

goodreads.com

such a realistic way of examining human
emotion, you can’t help but feel your heart
quicken with anger, sadness, and joy.
I therefore highly recommend
this book for anyone with eyes and a
heart. Reading this book is a great way

to spend a slow Saturday. Not only will it
make readers see the famed war through
a different, more human light, but it will
also enhance the way they appreciate
the world for the smaller things, such as
reading fabulous books.

Best Songs For The Winter Season

Dear PROcrastinator,
When I’ve got a
lot to do in one
night, depending on the amount of work
and time I’ve
got, I do either
one of two things. If I’ve
got a lot of
work and
no time to spare, I muster up
all my energy and finish it as
quickly as possible. But, if I’ve got
a little bit of time, I like to relax
and take breaks as I work. I work
for a bit, then take a break for a
bit. This helps the night to feel a
little less miserable.
Sincerely,
Dewie
Dear Dewie,
How can I get better at
getting along with different
types of people and making
more friends?
From,
QuiteQuiet
Dear QuiteQuiet,

First, try and stop yourself from ruling anyone out as
a potential buddy (barring any
major ideological disagreements).
Most people you meet aren’t
going to be lifelong companions,
but you can enjoy each other’s
company anyway. Ask people
questions about themselves, what
they think or like. You don’t
have to force it, but you’d be surprised how many enjoyable conversations are waiting to happen
if you show a genuine interest in
another human being.
Best,
Dewie

Left, top to bottom: The Head and the Heart (lollapalooza.com), Belle and
Sebastian (grimygoods.com). RIght: The Mamas and the Papas (genius.com).

BY: COLETTE BERNHEIM
Wintertime is a freezing time of year and
a season that many people dread for too
many reasons to list. Here are just a few
of the songs whose groovy take on the
cold season can rid any disdain towards
the winter. The larger mix of winter’s
best tracks is on the Clinton Post’s Spotify page (Spotify username: theclintonpost).
“Winter Song”- The Head and the Heart
A song with a more nostalgic outlook on
winter’s coming, this song from the folk

group’s debut release deals with finding it
hard to let go of the great times that came
with the summertime, and how the seasons
changing so quickly can often be the explanation for time going by faster than one
would like.
“A Summer Wasting”- Belle & Sebastian
Another nostalgic tune, this particular
song by the Irish band is from their debut record The Boy With the Arab Strap.
“A Summer Wasting” perfectly captures
the essence of summer but on a rather opposite note, explaining how summer can
go by so fast to the point where winter is

something to look forward to, and these
ideas are contrasted with Belle & Sebastian’s peppy and upbeat guitars, vocals
and drums.
“California Dreamin”- The Mamas and
the Papas
This iconic song from the 1960s band quite
literally describes the yearning that most
people feel for the warmer weather, and
the lyrics go into more depth on how the
warmth can make one feel. (“I went for
a walk on a winter’s day/ I’d be safe and
warm if I was in L.A/California dreamin’
on such a winter’s day.”)

Friday, February 2, 2018

ENTERTAINMENT

PAGE 7

Best Midwinter Break Activities in NYC

BY: ROSE WLADIS
Staying in the city during the upcoming midwinter recess? Don’t envy those
friends who are heading to Florida or
Maine! There’s a whole city of adventures
that await you. Take advantage of this glorious ten-day break to enjoy ten must-see,
New York City landmarks that guarantee a
good time (in no particular order).
1. Ice Skating!
It’s winter, so grab some skates, a friend
or two, and hit the rink. Rockefeller
Center, especially at night, is beautifully lit and perfect for some end-of-theday exercise. Whether you’re landing
triple axles or clinging to the wall, it’s
a fun way set your mind at ease as you
glide along.
2. A Day to Remember
The 9/11 memorial is not your typical
museum. Featuring meaningful stories
of individuals’ firsthand experiences,
this beautifully designed building is
dense with images, film clips, recorded
interviews, and more. Experience the

heaviness and depth of this mournful
day in recent history and let it move
you.
3. Psst! Over Here!
Reveal your deepest, darkest secrets via
the Whispering Wall. This wondrous
section of Grand Central Station manipulates the travel of sound waves, seemingly defying the laws of physics. You
can also take an audio tour of the entire building! Also in the station, hit the
Oyster Bar for some tasty seafood from
the freshest waters. Since it’s frigid out
on the city streets, visit the indoor market to stock up on edibles and avoid that
weekly grocery store outing.
4. Time Travel!
Go back in time to the 1800s and experience what it would be like arriving
in New York City as an immigrant. Feel
the compact quarters and unsanitary living conditions at the Tenement Museum.
Develop a strong appreciation for your
heating and plumbing system, especially in the low temperatures of February.

5. The Empire State!
Oftentimes, people find themselves
inactive during the winter, especially
on break. Climb the 102 stories of the
Empire State Building to get that blood
pumping. It’s definitely worth it for the
360 degree view at the top overlooking
the city in all its glory. Or maybe just
take the elevator.
6. The Intrepid Museum
Step onto an original World War II aircraft carrier and submerge yourself in
the experience. Complete with interactive components, imagine sailing into
a war zone and spending months away
from loved ones aboard this ship. Climb
into the various jets and helicopters on
deck.
7. Shh…
Tiptoe around a New York Public Library, full with works of nonfiction,
fantasy and sci-fi. They can be found
around the city with an easy web search
and provide a peaceful sanctuary for
some light reading, or to dive into the
depths of an extensive research project.

8. Bravo!
Let the quality performances at the Lincoln
Center for Performing Arts mesmerize and
engulf you in their world of talent. From
harmonious symphonies and breathtaking
vocals, to powerful dances and thrilling
musicals, Lincoln Center has both elegance and intrigue.
9. Time to Strike
You’re sure to have some time to spare to
roll on down to a bowling alley. It may be
a bit nippy in Times Square this winter,
so step inside Bowlmor. Round up some
friends and knock over some pins. If you get
tired of losing, show off some skills in the
arcade section with Skeeball and the Claw
game, or even order a full service meal.
10. Ni Hao
Originating with the flood of Chinese immigrants in the 1880s, Chinatown has remained
a cultural hub in the city. With streets full of
Asian markets, food stands, and dim sum
restaurants, this authentic place is truly a
different world. Try some Chinatown mini
cakes that will just melt in your mouth and
fill you with warmth on a chilly day.

Who I Think Will Be Taking Home An Oscar

BY: JULIETTE GROSSMAN
SMISEK

22-year-old Hollywood newcomer brings
home an Oscar this year.

Like most years, this year’s Academy
Awards nominations hold some fierce
competitors from a large variety of genres.
Although we won’t get to find out which
names are sealed in this years golden envelopes until March 4th, I decided to have a
go at predicting who will go home with the
most prestigious award in Hollywood, and
whose dreams will remain just that. (Focusing on the “Big Five” awards.)

Best Lead Actress Prediction:
Margot Robbie, I, Tonya. Margot Robbie’s iconic feminine performance in the
hit dark comedy I, Tonya was outstanding. I’ll be nothing short of shocked if
she doesn’t walk off the stage holding
her first Oscar.

Best Picture Prediction:
The Shape of Water. The fact that The
Shape of Water earned 13 nominations (the
most of any this year) is no small feat, and
makes it a definite safe bet for which film
will be taking home the biggest award of
the year.
Best Lead Actor Prediction:
Timothée Chalamet, Call Me by Your
Name. Call it wishful thinking (is anyone
who’s seen that face not totally fangirling
over him?) or the fact that Chalamet has
become a total breakout success for his
fantastic performance in Call Me By Your
Name, but I’m hedging my bets that the

Best Director:
Christopher Nolan, Dunkirk. This is
surprisingly Nolan’s first best director
nomination, and with all of the challenges he surpassed in directing a film like
Dunkirk, it may unsurprisingly become
his first win.
Best Original Screenplay:
Jordan Peele, Get Out. Get Out generated
an extraordinary amount of buzz this year.
Peele’s story shocked and stunned millions
of movie-goers. Almost a year after it’s release date, it remains one of the most talked-about films. Although many elements
of the film make it a weaker contender in
other categories, there’s no denying Peele’s
brilliantly crafted work that is sure to earn
him an Oscar.

From top left to bottom and left to right: The Shape of Water (pedestrian.tv ), Timothee Chalamet
(newsweek.com), Margot Robbie (screenrant.com), Dunkirk (Youtube), Get Out (rottentomatoes.com).
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